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From the Principalôs Desk 
 

It is very exciting to walk through the playground and see improvements happening.  
The sheltered walkway is being extended to surround the quad, providing shade and 
shelter from the rain to all classrooms.  Last Thursday, two interactive whiteboards were 
installed into the classrooms of 5/6N and 2/3D.  (We will give you an opportunity to see 
the fabulous ways this technology can enhance teaching and learning at our 

Anniversary from 1.30pm to 3.00pm.)  
Last Friday, the upright posts for the security fence were installed and as this newsletter goes to 
print, the fencing should almost be completed.  The fencing curls around the corners of the quad 
buildings, which means we will be able to secure the quad in the evenings, preventing vandalism 
and making it safer for staff, especially the cleaner, who wish to work after school hours. 
The security fence company and Hugo Gianatti will be adding more heritage green fencing near the 
canteen, between the carpark and pavers and around the quad garden to match the fence along the 
entrance near the canteen.  This will draw the theme across the school. 
 
On another note, it is so encouraging to see the students in Years 2, 3, and 4 
eagerly returning and swapping books in the Mayoral Reading Challenge.  This 
increase in motivation and time spent reading must be really boosting their 
literacy skills.  Keep up the wonderful work participants. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

We thank the vast majority of families who had money and envelopes ready for the photographers 
the week before last.  The day went smoothly and we were able to accommodate some students 
who needed to be elsewhere on that day.  It was a highlight to have a whole school photo taken 
from a cherrypicker supplied by Penrith Council.  The photographers also took some shots of 
students Learning and Participating, Safely and Respectfully - which we hope to use to promote the 
school. 
Our school leaders, Rachel and Danielle wrote letters of appreciation to both Master Portraits and 
Penrith City Council. 
The proofs have come back to the school for us to check so it wonôt be long before we can all 
receive our photo packages. 

 
MATHEMATICS COURSE FOR PARENTS 

A parent session was held on Thursday, 6th August to give parents information 
about current teaching in mathematics and some tips to help at home. 
Congratulations to the eight parents who took advantage of this opportunity.  
Narelle Borgen, who was the presenter, enjoyed the session and felt participants 
gained much to help their children at home.  
 
 

75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS UPDATE 
Less than a month to go. (September 11th) 
This week we have arranged for a letter drop across 
the Londonderry district and we have been putting 
flyers around the area.  We have also advertised in the 
DET weekly communication and have sent out some letters to ex staff and students. 
In the next few days we will send out to you a more detailed flyer where we will give details about 
specific activities and time frames.  
 
A huge thank you to all families for supporting the mufti day, raffle and jelly sale.  We raised 
$307.10 which will be very handy for deposits on amusements and the purchasing of odds and ends 
to set up activities. 
Thanks also to some families who have bought memorabilia in for us to photocopy.  We will put any 
photos that come in up for people to view.  The 60th Anniversary book has been updated and will be 
on sale on the day as well as pens and badges and some student work. 



Next week we will be asking for $5 per student for the bush dance musicians who will be giving 
lessons throughout the day and be playing at the bush dance.  That should be the only up-front 
expense to families before the Anniversary day. 
Each class is brushing up on a dance so classes can introduce it at the bush dance on the nighté.. 
So make sure YOU are there!!!! 
 
We are now honing in on details.  The day has been divided into four timeframes: 
 

1. Formal assembly  11.30am 
2. School activities  1.30pm 
3. Country Fair  4.00pm 
4. Playback Theatre and Bushdance  6.00pm  

 

All parents are welcome to attend the assembly where the schoolôs history will be told in mime, song 
and dance.  The afternoon session will include some activities reminding us of the past eg. an old 
classroom, a modern classroom, games from the past, Bushdancing.  At 4.00pm, the Fair will begin. 
If anyone would like to set up a stall for $20 for two to three hours they are welcome. Please 
leave your name at the office by the end of this week so we can draw up a plan for stalls and 
activities.  
We will have childrenôs activities e.g. putt putt golf, jumping castle, face painting and the chocolate 
wheel running.  The Hawkesbury Antique Machinery Club will have a display for the grown-ups.  
The P&C is selling delicious food for the evening meal.  Pavers and library books will be available 
for sale to benefit the school. 
From about 5.30pm, the Playback Theatre will be talking to folks and then presenting scenarios 

from the past, either under the COLA or in the Kindergarten rooms.  This should be lots of fun.  For 
this to work, it will require people to participate, tell some tales, stay seated and listen.  After this, the 
bush dance will begin. 
We are interested in 

¶ Names and contact details of ex students and staff 

¶ A written story about a memory from school from ex students (maybe 
grandparents) 

¶ Payment for a paver to be laid with your name on it! 

¶ Old photos that we can scan (needed immediately as some may be published in a 
historical booklet) 

¶ Names of current parents/grandparents who can help for an hour or so on the 
afternoon/night 

Please phone the office if you can help in any way.  
Please do not procrastinate as we need help now in order to organise ourselves. 
The next community meeting for the anniversary will be Thursday, 20th at 2.00pm. All 
welcome. 
 

It seems Stage 3 had a wonderful time in Canberra last 
week.  I look forward to seeing some photos and hearing 
some details.  Many thanks to Mrs Naylor and Ms Lavender 
for organizing such a wonderful experience for the Year 5 
and 6 students and for being on duty 24 hours each of the 
days spent in our capital city.  

 
Tomorrow and Friday is the District Athletics at McMahonôs Park in Kurrajong.  
We wish all the competitors good luck.  We ask that competitors take a passive 
game to play as boredom can set in between events.  We thank the parents who 
have promised transport to students and for supporting them in their sporting 
endeavours. 
 
Elsewhere in the newsletter is the Term 3 Planner.  After a busy start to Term 3 and the two senior 
camps, we have tried to keep the second half of term quieter except for the 75th Anniversary. 

 
J Connolly 
Principal 



P&C News 
 
Thanks to everyone who supported the Krispy Kreme fundraiser ï a profit of $405 was made. 
 
At the meeting held on Monday 10th August the P&C discussed and/or voted on: 
 

ü The need for the P&C ñRulesò to be followed 
ü A new fence around the memorial garden and one near the carpark/paved area 
ü Fatherôs Day Out of Uniform to be held on Thursday 27th August ï gold coin or gift 

donation 
ü Fatherôs Day Stall to be held on Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September 
ü The need to increase membership - please consider coming to a meeting and finding 

out more about the P&C and how it operates and supports the school through its 
fundraising efforts 

  
 

Next P&C Meeting!!! 
 

6.30pm MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2009 in the Library 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
Agenda Items: 
 

¶ Purchase of 75th Commemorative Badges 

¶ Donation towards purchase of 2 additional signs 

¶ Changes to School Uniform 
 
 

ñI have finally finished painting the toilet walls.  I want to thank all the 
lovely students for your comments, suggestions and ideas. 
Londonderry has a great bunch of kids and it is always a pleasure to 
work around the school.ò 
Tammy Graham 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Dance Groups who auditioned 
and were accepted  for the Hawkesbury Dance 

Festival.  The rehearsals  and performances will be on 
Tuesday 3 rd  November.  

More information about the day and tickets will 
follow.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Miss Lavender was very of proud of the students and their parents who attended the Story 
Exchange Presentation at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The students all enjoyed the Musica Viva performance by BôTutta 




